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vessel would be found unreliable after quite two years' use, if
through any circumstance it should become necessary to warp
against tide. As the cruiser's engines had been taken apart, it
was proposed to handle her with a tug, as was done by all
steamship lines in berthing their big ships or in clearing them
from the docks when going to sea.

It happened that a lot of mud had silted up in front of
the dock-gates, which required almost a half hour's delay to be
cleared away. In the meanwhile the tide had begun to ebb with
some strength and the current was believed to be too strong
to handle so large a vessel as the Baltimore with hawsers alone
in "winding her" at the buoy in the middle of the river.

Although the stoutest hawser on board, a nine-inch hemp,
was used to do this, the moment the cruiser swung broadside
to the current this hawser parted as a cord would have done,
leaving the ship adrift and unmanageable. Both bower anchors
were let go, but without effect, as the swift current swept the
cruiser with both anchors down across the river to the Vallejo
side, where she was secured to a dock until the tide changed
to flood.

As the tide fell, the cruiser grounded in the soft mud, but
careened some fifteen degrees off shore until dead low water;
then with the incoming tide she gradually righted until near
midnight, when she was warped off to a mid-channel buoy, and
the day following, with the assistance of a tug, wras shifted to
the Navy-Yard wharf. Fortunately the mud was soft and no
injury was caused by the accident, but the fact of the accident
was telegraphed by some person with fanciful distortions added
and some theories of injury that caused some uneasiness in
Washington. When the request by telegraph from the secretary
to be informed of the particulars was received, the Baltimore
was secure alongside the wharf at the Navy-Yard with no evi-
dences of injury or strain.

On January 20th telegraphic orders from Washington di-
rected the commander to report in person to the Secretary of
the Navy. This obliged a trip on the transcontinental railroad,
which was made with despatch, ease and in much comfort in
the modem-day Pullman car.
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